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CECIL FOSTER
Open Boats in the Indian Ocean

THE observation at noon showed that we had
passed, and were slightly to the north of the
parallel of latitude 19 deg. 55 min. S., along which
I had agreed with Mr. Smith to sail, in order to
reach the Mauritius group, and accordingly our
course was altered to west true.

This was to be our course until we made a land-
fall, but naturally, wind and weather and the
difficulty of judging from the sun and stars the
exact direction to be steered, caused us to run
to the north or south of it at times, so that the
actual course steered was but seldom due west.

Sometimes the boat must have presented a
motley appearance, for whenever the weather was
fine enough we were all in various stages of un-
dress. Articles of clothing of every description
would be lying about in the boat where they could
catch the rays of the sun or find a little bit of breeze
to dry them, and others would be hanging from
the backstays and around the mast. The effect
was not exactly decorative, but we were very glad
if at the end of the day when we put the things
on again they were only damp.
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